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SENDING THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

The construction of the half mile Marion Connector began in May and was available to riders, 
walkers and wheelchairs before the official start of summer!

The Connector project is part of a larger plan to upgrade Industrial Drive. This project paved the 
old railroad right-of-way from the end of Industrial Drive to the Marion town line. The Town of 
Marion is expected to begin construction of their bike path in 2023.

Construction was funded using a $110,000 grant from MassTrails, $95,000 from our 2020 fund-
raiser, and a 1:1 match from the Town of Mattapoisett (voted at Town Meeting in 2019 and 2020.)

The half-mile project also includes the new parking lot at the intersection of Bay Club Drive and 
Industrial Drive.

Again, we want to thank all who donated to and supported the completion of this very important 
half mile. Below is the donor tribute poster that we displayed at our Harbor Days booth in July.

Looking Good at “The Connector”

A family enjoying the new half mile Connector on a November afternoon.
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Friends donors

Many anonymous donors fill out this long list of generous contributors.
And a huge thank you to our anonymous $10,000 and $25,000 matching funds donors!

Paulo Almeida
Marc Anderson
Paul and Louise Anthony
Kathleen Arguin
Howard Stillman Bates Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Michele Bernier
Linda and John Bodenmann
Carol and Christopher Brennan 
Betty and Ian Broome
Robert Brown
William Bruno
David and Caroline Bruno 
Ann Bryant
Bill Cantor
Rosemary Carey
Charlene Carle 
Laurel Jenney Carlson
George and Karen Charette
The Chown and Huguenin Charitable Fund
Joe and Joyce Ciffolillo

(The Driftwood Charitable Foundation)
Stephen Clapp
Charles and Carol Clemishaw
Michael and Allison Cofone 
Anne Converse 
Bill and Janet Coquillette
James and Karole Crook
Ronald Dabrowski 
Liz DiCarlo and Bev Baccelli
Bonne DeSousa
Joanna Rizzo Dresser and John Dresser
Micheal and Maureen Ecker
Kathy Eklund
John Eklund
Daniel Eling
Donna Fernandes
Jane & Jim Finnerty
David Flanders
Helen Fredricks
Dennis and Angela Fusco 
Kathleen Gaffey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gargiulo
Kara and Bob Gauvin
The Glass Foundation, Inc.
Richard and Mindy Goldstein
John Gorczyca
Richard and Sharon Grahn
The Greeley Family Foundation
Josie Greene
Stephen Harrington
Brad, David, and Josh Hathaway
Hawthorn Medical Associates
Jeffery and Julie  Hayward
Scott and Lenore Henderson
Bettina and Paul Henderson
Elizabeth Hill
Micheal Hochella 
David and June Horowitz
Adam Iacaponi
Edward and Kathleen Jacobs
John Jacobsen 
Julia Jennings 
Chip and Colleen Johns
David and Jennifer Kaiser
Lee Kaukas and Daniel Quinn
Tim Kelley
Peter and Anne Kirschmann
Norma Klein
Ron and Nadeen LaFleur
Lynn Lamattina-Ford
Kathy Langford
Robin Lepore and Andy Thomas

Lillian and Stephen Likos
Kenneth Lipman
Gail Lockwood
Michael and Shena Lowe
Gail and Jay Mackler
Manfredi Family Foundation
Mattapoisett Animal Hospital
Mattapoisett Lion's Club
Brendan and Elise McCarthy 
Holly and Joe McDonough
Sandra Medeiros
Kimberly Meyer-Pelletier
George and Carrie Mock
Paula Moller
John and Gina Monaghan
William and Louise Morse
Dennis O'Beirne
Katherine O'Donovan
Jon Olney 
Oxford Creamery
Robert and Virginia Perkins
Ross Peterson
Steven Pickup 
Lawrence and Kerry Pitman
Renia Platt
Barbara Poznysz
Iryna Priester
Jennifer Prouty
Hilary Prouty and Travis Cosaboom
Mimi and John Putnam
Donald and Edgenie Rice
Richard Roberts
Nancy Rolli
Kate Rose
Tom and Wendy Russo
Ronald and Julie Rybar
Sarah and Bruce Sammis 
Scott Silva
Sloan Simmons
Anna and Doug Simon
Stephen Smith and Maria Gooch-Smith
Janet Smith-Flaherty
Bill Straus
Rebecca Suprenant
Elliot Swan 
Dick Tatlock
Robert Teixeira
Jay and Didi Theva 
Carolyn Thomas
Sharon Thompson
Colleen Trahan and Nathan Ketchel
Turowski2 Architecture, Inc
Cindy and Jim Turse
Rob Twyman
Kathleen and Matt Urquhart
Julie and Stephen Vasil
Laurie Vaughan 
Doug Voss
Christine Voss
Tom Waldron 
Ruth and Wayne Walega
Chrystal Walsh 
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Walsh 
Kimberly Ward
Elizabeth Waring
Logan Weinkauf
Charles and Elizabeth Gibbs West
Georganna Woods
Anita and Bob Worthington 
Fred Wyse
Marie Yang
Catherine and Gregory Yates
Janine Zeig



Working Toward a Continuous 4.5 Mile Path

As most of you know, Phase 1B (red on the map) has been delayed because of faulty decking on 
the portion over Reservation Beach (Goodspeed Island.) According to the Town Administrator’s 
office, Town officials will be meeting with MassDOT in the coming weeks. Following the meeting, 
the Select Board will likely issue a statement regarding remediation. We will notify our support-
ers as soon as we know.

Phase 2A (blue) is the most recent focus along the bike path. Several steps must be addressed 
before this segment can be designed and constructed. We are currently working with the Town 
to apply for grants that will help cover the preliminary costs. This phase is critical to providing a 
safe, off-road alternative to North Street. It is also a very important piece in completing a mostly 
off-road path along the South Coast, from Rhode Island to Provincetown.

Phase 2A will connect to Phase 2B (orange) using an already-designed flashing beacon to get 
riders safely across North Street. Phase 2B is divided into three subsections. The orange sec-
tion is completely designed and permitted. When Industrial Drive is reconstructed, riders and 
walkers will enjoy a parallel path away from vehicles. The middle segment of Phase 2B (purple) 
– from Boat Rock Road to the Marion Connector – has no immediate funding for construction. 
The easternmost section of Phase 2B (light green) – The Connector – is completed and ready to 
connect to Marion’s anticipated path.



A Biking Season for All

Our latest initiative, Bikes for All, has been a huge success! In January, we asked for gently-used 
bike donations and volunteers that could help fix them up for families needing bikes. Since then, 
our volunteers have distributed over fifty child and adult bicycles. Thanks to additional dona-
tions, every recipient received a helmet, a bell, and basic safety instructions.

If you would like to make a donation to help the Friends purchase bicycle parts and helmets, 
please go to the donate page of our website. Please be sure to specify on your check or add a 
note in GoFundMe that your contribution is for Bikes for All.

Another way to help is to volunteer your time and fix-it abilities by helping us to repair the 
donated bikes.

Also, we are looking for a permanent indoor space to store and repair the donated bikes. If 
anyone knows of a possible place, please let us know!

Contact Jane Finnerty 508-758-4548, jane.mattrail@gmail.com
or Liz DiCarlo, 508-942-9343, lizdicarlo@comcast.net for more information.

Bike repair volunteer and newest Friends Board Member Bill Emmons makes a few 
last minute adjustments for a family of bikers.



Harbor Days 2021: So happy to see everyone!

We opened our Harbor Days booth with Covid-19 still lurking about and threatening thunder-
storms nearby, but the weekend turned out great. We were thrilled to see some of our most 
ardent supporters once again. As a bonus, over 70 new supporters shared their email addresses 
over that two day period! We look forward to sharing better news when we see you all again at 
Harbors Days 2022!

Consider a Donation to the Path this Holiday Season
The Friends recently dedicated up to $20,000 to help fund amenities for the bike path, includ-
ing benches, bike racks, water stations, and informational signage. After taking a walk along the 
path with town officials, the Friends received approval to order 11 benches and 6 bike racks. 
The shipment should arrive in plenty of time to install before Spring!

The Friends also have been working with the Bike Path Committee and the Town toward 
completing the last off-road segment of the bike path. This requires an initial investment of 
funds to cover preliminary activities such as appraisals, pre-design, and environmental work so 
that the Town is in position to apply for available grants.

We would appreciate any donation amount to help toward the completion of this very  
important segment of the Mattapoisett Rail Trail.

Please go to:
https://mattapoisettrailtrail.com/donate/

Thank you!

Our newly-elected President (and longtime board member) Renee Pothier (right) with 
supporter Lenore Henderson in front of our 2021 booth.




